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From the President 

 
Two months has gone fast. Time for the newsletter 
again. After a short trip to China to visit my 
daughter and see the grandchildren we finally 
received some answers we were waiting for. 
Our request for a grant to assist us in replacing our 
air conditioner has been approved for the amount 
of $20000. We received the money and we are 
now in the process of getting new quotes. We will 
go ahead in the next two months which will 
involve some disruptions in playing bridge. We 
will inform everyone through the website and on 
the days of play. 
Many thanks to Phil Chappel for getting all the 
information for the application ready. 
Last Friday after waiting 3 months I received an 
email that we can go ahead installing a hand rail 
on the path towards the building. This is good 
news for everyone and makes the path to the ramp 
safer.  As soon as we have the materials we are 
going to install the rail.  
Val Cran has resigned as the head director. Robyn 
Grills has taken the position up with the approval 
of the committee. We thank Val for her dedication 
and commitment to assist the club with playing 

according the bridge rules. Robyn will have a big 
task ahead of her with recent changes to the rules. 
I ask everyone to be patient with the directors 
when they apply the new rules. 
We need someone to look after our library. Jill 
Warnecke has looked after it for a while now. We 
thank Jill for her support. She is going to assist the 
Friday partner search. Anyone who is interested 
please contact one of the committee members. 
Arana teams championship will be held on 
Saturday the 12th of august. It will be a full day 
play with no regular play in the afternoon. Please 
put a team in and challenge your other members. 
Changes have been made in different areas, some 
of which came from members, and while I am sure 

, we try. We have to  
make the room cleaner and  
always room for change if the change has merits. 
Please keep letting me know about any 
recommended changes and the reasons for them. 
Thank you for your support and time playing 
Bridge at your club. 
I wish all happy Bridging.  

Robert Van Beest  (President) 
 

Welcome New Members 
We extend a warm welcome to the following 
members who have recently joined the club.  

John Burnside,    

Leonie Nugent,    

Pamela Langford,   

Glenys Look,   

Andrew Renton, 

Janet Easton, 

Patrick Eather, 

Ray Derbyshire 
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Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 
the period to 31st July 2017 
Graduate  Anna Green 
   Dennis Piercy 
Club   Linda Douglas 
   Gwen Walker 
Local Master  Jeff Borg 
   Olivia Jackson 
   Jo Mammen 
   Yvonne Zande 
*Local Master  Sid Cantamassa 
   Philip Saunders 
**Local  Norma Hansen 
   Warren Tealby 
Regional Master Yvonne Howman 
    
State Master  Jennifer Walker 

Robert Matthew (MP Sec) 

Directors Corner 
1/Call the Director 

Whenever an infraction occurs at the table, you 
must call the Director. 
Players cannot make their own rulings. If they do, 
the Director has the authority to have players 
forfeit their rights to rectifications they would 
otherwise have had. 

2/ Opening Lead 

should select their opening lead, and place it face 
down on the table in front of them. Their partner 
should then acknowledge that it can then be faced. 
This minimizes the possibility of making an 
opening lead from the wrong hand. 
Once placed on the table, the card cannot be 

though it may not have been faced. 
Dawn Benes (Director) 

VAL Cran has advised that Robyn Grills has been 
appointed the Head Director.. Val has filled the 
role of Head Director at Arana for quite a while. 
Thanks Val. Welcome Robyn. 

 

Help With Play  
In the Feb/March edition of the TRUMP.IT 
there was an article about making a plan for 
declarer play. Immediately on seeing dummy 
declarer should count their winners when 

playing NT and count their losers when 
playing suit. 
In order to establish enough winning tricks 
declarer can employ the following techniques: 
promotion, length and finesse for NT plus 
discarding and ruffing when playing in a suit. 
In the following example you are the South 
hand and after the K Clubs is lead can you 
make a foolproof plan for a contract of 5 
Diamonds? 

DECLARER PLAY -MAKING A PLAN - 
PART 2 - PROMOTION 

PROMOTION - To forfeit a trick or tricks in a 
given suit in order to establish future tricks in a 
long suit. 
The hands below give a good example of a 
plan to make your contract of 5 Diamonds: 

 
 
54 
 

 
 AQ106 

 
 KQ986 

--- 
1. How many tricks do you need? - 11tricks. 
2. Because this is a suit contract  how many 

losers can you tolerate? - 2 losers. 
3. How many losers do you have? - 3 losers. 

 
 
 

 Nil (you can ruff in the South 
hand) 

What is the worst possible scenario? 
Answer: West holds all three of your possible 
losers.  
Who is the danger hand? 
Answer: East  if East leads a major through 

ouble. Remember 
you MUST lose the D Ace anyway. 
SO, where is your BEST source of tricks? 
Spades or Hearts? 
Answer: You hold AQJ10 of spades and only 
AQ of Hearts  this determines what to discard 
from your hand on the opening lead  it MUST 
be a small Heart. 



  

Arana Contract Bridge Club   August-September 2017 
                          

3 

This is where PROMOTION  PROMOTION 
- PROMOTION is SO important. 
Suppose your first move after winning the C Ace 
is to play a trump (to drive out the Ace) If East 
holds the Ace and switches to a Heart you will go 
down if West holds both Major kings. 
Instead you must set up some discards from 
Dummy by leading the J Spades at trick 2 and 
finesse East for the K Spades. If West holds the K 
Spades he cannot attack Hearts from his side of the 
table. 
You can WIN Whatever he leads: 
You can ruff a Club 
Your Spades are winners and a Heart is into your 
AQ. 
If he leads a trump and East wins you have no 
more losers. You draw the remaining trumps 

AQ10 of Spades!! 
SO, at the very outset after the opening lead (K 
Clubs) and dummy comes down, look carefully 
and make your plan. 

This MUST set up 3 Spade winners with declarer 
(South) and I will be able to discard losing Hearts 

 
In this one hand you will use  Delaying drawing 
trumps, Ruffing, Promotion and Discarding in 
order to make your contract. 

Jim Taylor 
 

BRISBANE ZONE GNOT FINAL 
 QUALIFIED TEAMS as at 3 June 2017 

The venue for the Brisbane Zone GNOT Final 
has been changed to cater for the anticipated 
number of entries.  It will now be held at QCBC. 
The dates remain the same 14 & 15 October. 

Teams listed below have qualified from Arana.  
Please notify the Secretary if your team is unable 
to play.  GNOT rules and information can be 
found on the QBA website/Clubs/Zones/Brisbane 
Zone. 
 

Team 1 
Joan Mills 
John Scrivens 
Mary Ryan 
Joan Bannah 
Gordon Gemmell 

Team 2 
Annette Hyland 
Fay Jeppesen 
Barbara Kent 
Ross Murtagh 

 
Team 3 
Alan McIntyre 
Terry Nowitzki 
Alan Norman 

Team 4 
Rob Winders 
Phil Chappel 
Warren Tealby 

Liz Marshall 
Val Cran 

John Allen 
 

Team 5 
Gordon Broadley 
Sri Sriprakash 
John Martin 
Arthur Pomery 
 

Team 6 
Judy Wilkinson 
Albert Loh 
Allan McIntyre 
Terry Nowitzki 

Team 7 
Sally Cox 
Carla Webb 
Irena Hall 
Yvonne Auer 
John Murphy 
Gloria French 
 

Team 8 
Gay Hull 
John Hull 
Jo McKitrick 
Judy Carr 

 

Team 9 
Margaret McNee 
Lyn Hayson 
Jill Tapsall 
Trish Lye 
Rhonda Wieckhorst 

Team 10 
Darlene Smith 
Jenny Lewis 
Margaret Corley 
Maureen Pascoe 
Gill Lycette 
 

Team 11 
Val Acklin 
Di Wilkinson 
Carol Bellis 
Cynthia Sharp 
Carol Vardy 
 

 

 

Jo Mammen  -  a look at my life 
Part 3 

(In Part two, Jo described her years as a 
volunteer in Africa, and meeting her future 
husband.) 

18 months after we met, Peter and I were 
married in Mombasa Cathedral.  Peter was 
working for a London-based consultancy, 
which was in the process of rationalising their 
manufacturing operations in East and Central 
Africa.   Days after our wedding his work took 
us to Nairobi, the capital of Kenya.  Moving to 
6,000 feet altitude seemed almost like moving 
to another country.  We bought a house built 
on land which had been part of Karen (Meryl 

coffee farm.  I started working for the 
Longman Group, which published and 
marketed mainly educational books locally.  It 
was a small office and I was lucky enough to 
be involved in all aspects of book publishing:  



  

Arana Contract Bridge Club   August-September 2017 
                          

4 

assessing new manuscripts; editing and 
designing; dealing with authors, illustrators 
and printers; costing, etc. 
Our son and daughter were born, and when 
they were 18 months and 6 months old 

southern India.  His widowed mother was still 
living on the ancestral property in the 
countryside in Kerala State.  The word which 

Wealth came from the land:  3 crops of rice a 
year, rubber plantations, coconuts, pepper, etc.  
My mother-in- -
sufficient.  She had family retainers (handed 
down through the generations), staff and 
servants including a bailiff.  All these people 
were fully provided for, children sent to school 
and medical bills met.  The family belongs to 
the Syrian Orthodox Church of South India, 
which was founded by St Thomas in 52AD.  
At the time his uncle was the Metropolitan of 
the Church, and had earlier been the President 
of the World Council of Churches.  My 
mother-in-law was a devout Christian, praying 
3 times a day, and presiding over evening 
prayers for the entire household, including 
Hindus and pagans.  I was an object of 
curiosity and was the first white woman many 
of the locals had seen.  I discovered that the 
local language does not contain a word for 

is no concept! 
Life went on in Kenya and we all 4 loved 
spending time in the many Game Parks.  Game 
was still plentiful:  for example, we once 
counted 27 rhino before breakfast; we saw 127 
giraffe in one group; and we waited for over an 
hour on the roadside for a herd of at least 2000 
elephants to cross.  Our love of the outdoors 
also led to us becoming keen orchid collectors 
(I was the designated tree-climber) and 
growers.  We built up a collection of orchid 
species from around the world by swopping 
plants we found in the wild in East Africa for 
plants native to, for example, Australia and 
indeed all over the world.  In those days it was 
easy to mail plants.  A chance remark by an 
orchid growing friend sent us in search of a 

known plants surviving in cultivation 
worldwide. The natural habitat of this plant is 
in Kerala in India. On our third expedition we 
were successful in finding the plant, and 
reintroduced it in public and private 
collections worldwide. A bonus was that we 
also found another orchid, which is new to 
science and which is to be named after us. 
My job at Longman came to end  for political 
reasons  and I decided to grow cymbidium 
orchids and export the flowers to Europe. All went 
well for 3 or so years but then our water supply 
suddenly failed and all was lost. Peter meanwhile 
had started his own manufacturing company. Our 
factory manufactured pipes for potable water, 
sewerage, etc., in sizes up to 450mm diameter. It 
became the largest pipe factory in Africa south of 
the Sahara, and employed about 450 people. The 
technicians and engineers were from Austria, 
Germany, the United States, Japan, India and 
Israel.   
As a family we travelled widely. Peter and I 
attended World Orchid Conferences where we 
both put our orchid expertise to use as 
international judges. Peter was invited to read a 
paper at the Conference in South Africa: we were 
assured that as a mixed-race couple (illegal in 
South Africa at the time) we would not be arrested. 
Immigration problems were solved when we were 
welcomed as State Guests. Back in Kenya, we 
experienced an attempted coup. A curfew was 

-
having lived through a few in different African 
countries, and they invited us to play croquet 
serving a Devonshire tea mid-afternoon, even as a 
few gunshots rang out. The situation calmed down, 
and our life continued swimmingly. Our children 

the best of tim  

(to be continued) 

Jo Mammen 
Note:  The above 
story.  If you would like to read the longer version, 
please talk to Jo or contact her at 
jomammen@hotmail.com 
 
Editor:     Michael Walker  ph 3359 8907 

Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 

Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 
by placing a note in the ideas box at the 
clubhouse 


